14      The Philosophy of the Conditioned.

Shall we boldly assume that the problem
is already solved, and that the personal God
is the very Unconditioned of which we were
in search ? This *is to beg the question, not
to answer it. Our conception of a personal
being, derived as it is from the immediate
consciousness of our own personality, seems,
on examination, to involve conditions incom-
patible with the desired assumption. Per-
sonal agency, similar to our own, seems to
point to something very different '.trom an
absolutely first link in a chain of phenomena.
Our actions, if not determined, are at least
influenced by motives; and the motive is a
prior link in the chain, and a condition of
the action. Our actions, moreover, take place
in time; and time, as we conceive it, cannot
be regarded as an absolute blank, but as a
condition in which phenomena take place as